
Extracted from:

Web Development Recipes
Second Edition

This PDF file contains pages extracted from Web Development Recipes,, Second
Edition, published by the Pragmatic Bookshelf. For more information or to purchase

a paperback or PDF copy, please visit http://www.pragprog.com.

Note: This extract contains some colored text (particularly in code listing). This
is available only in online versions of the books. The printed versions are black
and white. Pagination might vary between the online and printed versions; the

content is otherwise identical.

Copyright © 2015 The Pragmatic Programmers, LLC.

All rights reserved.

No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted,
in any form, or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or otherwise,

without the prior consent of the publisher.

The Pragmatic Bookshelf
Dallas, Texas • Raleigh, North Carolina

http://www.pragprog.com




Web Development Recipes
Second Edition

Brian P. Hogan
Chris Warren
Mike Weber

Chris Johnson

The Pragmatic Bookshelf
Dallas, Texas • Raleigh, North Carolina



Many of the designations used by manufacturers and sellers to distinguish their products
are claimed as trademarks. Where those designations appear in this book, and The Pragmatic
Programmers, LLC was aware of a trademark claim, the designations have been printed in
initial capital letters or in all capitals. The Pragmatic Starter Kit, The Pragmatic Programmer,
Pragmatic Programming, Pragmatic Bookshelf, PragProg and the linking g device are trade-
marks of The Pragmatic Programmers, LLC.

Every precaution was taken in the preparation of this book. However, the publisher assumes
no responsibility for errors or omissions, or for damages that may result from the use of
information (including program listings) contained herein.

Our Pragmatic courses, workshops, and other products can help you and your team create
better software and have more fun. For more information, as well as the latest Pragmatic
titles, please visit us at https://pragprog.com.

The team that produced this book includes:

Rebecca Gulick (editor)
Potomac Indexing, LLC (index)
Eileen Cohen; Cathleen Small (copyedit)
Dave Thomas (layout)
Janet Furlow (producer)
Ellie Callahan (support)

For international rights, please contact rights@pragprog.com.

Copyright © 2015 The Pragmatic Programmers, LLC.
All rights reserved.

No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted,
in any form, or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or otherwise,
without the prior consent of the publisher.

Printed in the United States of America.
ISBN-13: 978-1-68050-056-1
Encoded using the finest acid-free high-entropy binary digits.
Book version: P1.0—July 2015

https://pragprog.com
rights@pragprog.com


Recipe 38

Using Dropbox to Collaborate and Host a Static Site

Problem
Our company and our partner company, AwesomeCableCo, are sponsoring
Youth Technology Days. AwesomeCableCo has its own designer, Rob, who
works remotely. We need a way to work with Rob on this site and show our
bosses the progress we’re making. Rob doesn’t have virtual private network
(VPN) access to our server farm, and our firewall allows deployment only from
within our network.

Ingredients
• An active Dropbox account and the Dropbox desktop client1

Solution
We can use Dropbox to collaborate on static HTML files and host them so
they can be viewed by external users. With Dropbox we don’t need to worry
about firewalls, FTP servers, or emailing files. Because Dropbox is cross-
platform, we don’t have to waste time with different applications for each OS,
making Dropbox a productivity win.

Let’s walk through the Dropbox client installation so we can document it and
send it off to Rob. First, we head to the Dropbox website and get the installer.

Once installed, we can go to the Dropbox folder on our local computer.
Dropbox automatically creates a Public folder, as shown in the following figure:

1. http://www.dropbox.com
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We can use this Public folder to distribute files to anyone in the world. Let’s
make a youth_tech_days folder inside of that Public folder.

Now that we have a folder created, we need to invite Rob to collaborate with
us. When we right-click the folder we created, we see a context menu that
gives us the option to share this folder, as shown in the following figure:

When we choose Share this folder, we’re taken to the Dropbox website to
finish the sharing process, as shown in the following figure:

We fill out the information to share this folder with Rob.

Now we can move the files for the website into the youth_tech_day folder, which
you can find in the book’s source code in the dropbox folder. Now the directory
looks like the following figure:

• 6

• Click  HERE  to purchase this book now.  discuss

http://pragprog.com/titles/wbdev2
http://forums.pragprog.com/forums/wbdev2


Whenever we drop files into this folder, they’ll show up on Rob’s computer as
well. When Rob updates the files, our copy will be updated to stay in sync.
As we work on the files, we’ll want to communicate with Rob about what we’re
doing so that we don’t overwrite his work. Dropbox has checks in place to
handle conflicts if we edit a file at the same time as Rob, saving multiple
copies of the file and appending a message to the filename indicating the
conflict. This works fine for our simple situation, but if we are doing heavy
active collaboration, we would should be using Git, as mentioned in Recipe
32, Managing Files with Git on page ?.

Now we need to show our bosses what we’ve done. Since we put the files in
the public folder, they’re available on the web to anyone who knows the URL.
To find the address of our index file, we right-click it and choose Copy public
link, which saves the URL to our clipboard. We can test the URL—one similar
to http://dl.dropbox.com/u/33441336/youth_tech_days/index.html—by opening it in a
browser.

This is a great, simple way to collaborate with people outside our company
and easily show progress without the need for an FTP server, web server, or
VPN connection. We can add other contributors to our project and share the
URL with anyone who’s interested in our progress.

Further Exploration
We can further explore by sharing nonpublic folders with coworkers and
friends. We can also use nonpublic folders to back up files and share them
among several of our own computers. In addition, we can use the public folder
to send Mom an Internet Explorer patch she just can’t seem to find on her
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own or provide our clients with a place to send us photos or other assets
they’d like us to post on their sites. Other uses include the following:

• Hosting files you want to share on a blog post
• Sharing a folder with each of your clients for easy collaboration
• Forwarding a vanity domain to a public site
• Creating a blog with Enfield and hosting it from Dropbox

If your registrar or DNS provider supports redirection, you could set up a
URL that’s easier for people to remember when they want to check out your
pages on Dropbox.

Also See
• Recipe 32, Managing Files with Git on page ?
• Recipe 29, Creating a Simple Blog with Enfield on page ?
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